Public Mental Health Services: Repair the Safety Net
Statement/Position: The Kansas Legislature should adopt a budget that restores the $20 million that have been cut from the Mental Health Reform Grant fund since 2007, preserving the ability of Community Mental Health Centers to serve people without insurance.
The Problem:  53 percent of the consumers served by CMHCs do not have insurance. This amounts to 71,000 Kansans whose mental health care is not reimbursed by Medicaid, Medicare or private insurance. The state’s Mental Health Reform Grant is designed to help CMHCs fulfill their mission as the state’s mental health “safety net.” But Legislators have slashed that grant by 65 percent over the last five years, fraying that safety net beyond recognition. As a result, jobs have been cut, employees laid off, and wait times for services have increased. Some CMHCs are no longer able to provide psychiatric services to non-Medicaid consumers, who are now turning to safety net health clinics for their medications, placing a burden on another system of care. 
Why this matters: The Mental Health Reform Grant was created to ensure that every Kansan, regardless of their ability to pay, has universal access to mental health care and treatment. Without access to this care, many Kansans with a mental illness will end up in institutions that are not equipped to provide quality treatment, and the state the state will face rapidly escalating costs for chronic medical conditions, lost productivity, and increased expenses related to an overuse of jails, prisons and emergency rooms. 

The bottom line: If we don’t pay for these services now, we will end up paying even more later. It costs $10/day to provide community-based mental health care for a Medicaid member at a CMHC; $22/day if that same person is chronically mentally ill. Compare that to these other costs that accrue when someone is not treated for their mental illness: 
$ $428 per day at state-run psychiatric hospital

$ $257 per day at a Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility

$ $80 per day incarcerated at Larned Correctional Mental Health Facility

$ $90 per day at a county jail. 
Drill deeper into this issue on the back of this page: More details about costs that impact that state’s public mental health system, including information about MediKan, Mental Health State Aid and the Family Centered System of Care grant. [ could have something that defines each of these and why they’re important; maybe include the pie chart]. 
